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On the Record with author and 2014
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The Collegian

DPhis on suspended
recognition til
January 2015

A year
of
Decatur

Testimonials abound for President Sean Decatur as
he wraps up his first year in office.
Ten months ago, Sean Decatur
packed up and drove the 71.3 miles
from Oberlin to Gambier to move
into Cromwell House as Kenyon’s
19th President. In 10 short months, 44
weeks, 305 days or 7,320 hours, President Decatur, dubbed “D-Cat” by the
student body, has managed to connect
with and affect much of Kenyon’s culture.
As he wraps up his first year as the
College’s president, Decatur — de-

scribed by his colleagues as a “great
visionary” and “an inspired leader” —
has expressed pride in his numerous
achievements and eagerness to start
working on the future.
Shortly after arriving on campus,
Decatur went on a national tour to
eight of Kenyon’s most alumni-heavy
cities to conduct focus groups with
parents and alums in order to learn
more about the Kenyon Community.
Sarah Kahrl, vice president for College relations, accompanied Decatur
on the trip.

“He’s really fun to travel with —
he works all the time, he’s an earlybird runner,” Kahrl said. “If I had to
change anything, I would change the
amount of french fries he eats.”
She also noted that alumni events
drew nearly twice the crowd that they
had in recent years.
“Several hundred alumni and parents really felt not only like they had
been heard, but that they understood
where Kenyon was going, where it will
be in the future,” Kahrl said.
On the tour, Decatur page 5

Students confront class assumptions

JULIE FRANCE AND
PHOEBE CARTER
COLLEGIAN STAFF

Sitting in the hot, August
sun four years ago, listening to Dean of Admissions
Jennifer Delahunty’s annual
welcome to the incoming
first years, Tyann Smith ’14
listened to the accomplishments of her new classmates:
one had traveled around the
world by boat, another had
a recommendation letter
written by a senator, while
a third had chosen to live
on a food-stamp diet for a
week to experience the lives
of their recipients. While
Delahunty’s convocation
address was intended to cel-

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE

ebrate Kenyon’s incoming
first years and their accomplishments, Smith noticed
something most of these
accomplishments had in
common — they required
a certain socioeconomic
status. “All of those things
are classed, but they were
presented as meritocracy,”
Smith said, referring to a
system in which progress is
based on ability and talent
rather than class or wealth.
Tim Jurney ’15 also
found that students at Kenyon celebrate their socioeconomic class as an achievement. Referring to a poster
that was hung in the Peirce
atrium in March soliciting
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member was arrested offcampus in February, but
Heuck does not believe
there were additional reasons for the suspension and
feels the fraternity has been
“treated fairly.” Hardin
added that there was “definitely an open dialogue”
between the DPhis and the
administration.
This discussion lasted over the past couple of
months, according to Hardin, as the administration and fraternity decided
what the appropriate consequence should be. “Ultimately, they did decide to
have us lose our recognition for one semester, but
that was the infraction that
was placed upon us and
we’ve come to accept it,”
Hardin said.
Director of page 2
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“

I was really surprised at the poster that
said, ‘How do you feel about economic inequality?’ and people were like, ‘I feel great
because I’m winning.’”
Tim Jurney ’15

responses from students
about the topic, Jurney said,
“I was really surprised at
the poster that said, ‘How
do you feel about economic
inequality?’ and people were
like, ‘I feel great because I’m
winning.’”
In a student body where
a slight majority of 56 percent can afford to pay the
full $58,890 for tuition, being a student from a work-

Comps changes met
with mixed reactions

ing-class family can feel at
once frustrating and alienating.
“So many times I’ve
heard at the beginning of
a discussion or the beginning of a new idea … ‘So,
we are here at Kenyon. We
are all white and we are all
upper-middle-class,” Smith
said. “To me, because I don’t
identify as that way, I am almost tempted to page 6

Seniors reflect on

P.7 their time on the Hill P.8

LIFE ON THE HILL AS IT HAPPENS:

Last week, the Delta
Phi (DPhi) fraternity was
placed on suspended recognition until January 2015.
According to DPhi President Henry Heuck ’15 and
Vice President Zach Hardin ’15, the suspension is
the result of a rush infraction.
“What that entails is that
we’ve lost division [and] we
cannot hold any official fraternal events, but that will
be reinstated in full standing next January,” Heuck
said, acknowledging that
this consequence is a routine response to rush infractions.
The fraternity was required to complete sanctions last year for a hazing violation and an active

Class of 2018 becomes
official at midnight

465

TARGET
ENROLLMENT

409
700+

CURRENT
ENROLLMENT

STUDENTS
YET TO
RESPOND

The profile for the Class of 2018 is rolling in, with
409 students enrolled as of 7:00 p.m. last night.
Jennifer Delahunty, dean of Admissions and Financial Aid, noted tremendous growth in underrepresented populations, including a “wild”
increase in first-generation college students. Yet
despite this increase — and a drastically lower
acceptance rate — Delahunty admits that the
incoming profile does not contain all that many
surprising trends. “In many ways, it feels like a
typical year,” Delahunty said.

Students boogie into
spring

P.11
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Women’s lacrosse goes
out with a bang
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Brief

Student groups opt for theme housing in lieu of the lottery
Next year, 10 student organizations will occupy theme housing. It will be the first year of
theme housing for Club Français, Kenyon Athletes for Equality and the Japanese Anime Society; the other organizations who will have theme housing in the 2014-2015 school year are
the International Society at Kenyon, Buddhist and Yoga House, the Kenyon Bike Co-op, the
KAC Heads, the Kenyon College Outdoors Club, ECO/PEAS and Kappa Sigma Alpha. Organizations with theme housing are given $50 per semester for the three to five events they are
required to host. “[We ask ourselves], ‘Is there something, as a theme [house], that you can give
to the community where there aren’t already other organizations doing the same thing?” Assistant Director for Housing and Residential Life Lisa Train said, regarding the theme housing
selection process.
Theme housing offers many benefits for student organizations. Houda El Joundi ’16, president of the International Society at Kenyon said she liked theme housing because it allows
organizations to have a strong presence on campus. “I think it’s very important for an international society to have a house,” El Joundi said. “As internationals, we all go through different
phases trying to fit into the Kenyon community. … So it’s good to have a place where you can
go and talk to people who have gone through similar things.”
— Maya Kaufman

Village Record

April 24 – April 30
April 24, 2:07 p.m. — Individual on campus made student uncomfortable. Safety officer spoke to individuals, who agreed to leave campus.
April 25, 1:23 p.m. — Two students witnessed using illegal substance in Mather Residence Hall. Subjects ran from Safety after a verbal request to stop. One student identified and Officers located other student.
April 25, 1:37 p.m. — Individual fell outside Bookstore. Safety responded. Individual
denied any injury. No other action necessary.
April 25, 9:06 p.m. — Student(s) admitted to smoking illegal substance in Olin Library. Remainder of substance confiscated and tested positive.
April 26, 5:54 p.m. — Intoxicated student in Old Kenyon Residence Hall. Low response level. Transported to Knox Community Hospital (KCH).
April 26, 6:40 p.m. — Intoxicated student in the North Campus Apartments. Squad
called. Did not transport.
April 27, 1:38 p.m. — Student reported theft of prescribed medication from unsecured area in Peirce Dining Hall. Report taken by Knox County Sheriff’s Office deputy.
April 27, 10:11 p.m. — Safety found items left in coatroom in Peirce Hall obviously
rummaged through.
April 29, 11:36 a.m. — Student fainted and hit head in Leonard Residence Hall. Reported feeling nauseous. Squad called. Student elected to go to Health Center rather
than KCH.

Student Council

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Monday, April 28

First Year Council informed Council that they replaced their ice cream
event with a dessert pizza event due to cold weather.
Sophomore Class Council described a possible “crunch time” granola
giveaway during finals. Council members expressed their approval for the
pun.
Junior Class Council announced that their Senior Council-to-be has been
formed. They hope to begin next year with a well-formed organization.
Senior Class Council reported that their planned North Campus Apartment gazebo gift, for which they paid $3,500, gained Village Council approval and has thus cleared all the required administrative hurdles.
The Academic Affairs Committee mentioned plans to post new anti-plagiarism posters near library printers, citing a rise in Academic Infractions
Board cases this semester.
Campus Safety Committee updated Council on the bike removal/destruction policy and parking preregistration.
The Buildings and Grounds Committee reported on  the updated Master
Plan, which includes a new library, student activity center and an underground parking garage. Additionally, the College will assess the Middle
Path test patches, with an eye toward resurfacing the whole path.
Council discussed possible changes and initiatives for next year. Members
emphasized the need to make Council more viable, and expressed the
general goal of making the College better.
— Graham Reid

CORRECTIONS
In the article “How accessible is Middle Path” (Apr. 24, 2014) the Collegian misquoted President Sean Decatur. The correct quote is, “I think that folks increasingly understand that to have
the symbol of our school fundamentally rooted in inaccessibility and discrimination against
people who have mobility changes is problematic.” The Collegian regrets the error.
In the article “Zarka stands before a new frontier” (Apr. 24, 2014), the Collegian mistakenly reported that Maria Zarka’ 16 had won the one-meter diving event at the 2014 Division III
Swimming & Diving championships. Zarka, in fact, placed first in the three-meter diving event.
The Collegian regrets the error.

Middle Path Voices digitizes
students’ personal narratives
HENRI GENDREAU
ASSOCIATE MANAGING
EDITOR

While multimedia the
hot new thing in journalism today, the trend has
mostly escaped the Kenyon bubble. Until now,
that is.
Middle Path Voices, the
brainchild of Wanufi Teshome ’16, is a platform for
students to share personal
stories through video.
“I wanted to create a
platform where people
could tell their stories
and it would belong to
them at each point of the
story,” Teshome said. “You
get sick of going to Dessert and Discussions and
being like, ‘I’m poor.’ ‘I’m
a woman.’ ‘Listen to me.’
You feel like you’re using
your life as a way to sort of
get people to understand
the world. I didn’t want to
do that with this.”
The first two videos,
released last Wednesday
on Middle Path Voices’
YouTube channel, feature
Sierra DeLeon ’14 and
Tim Jurney ’15. Two more
videos featuring Jae June
Lee ’17 and Reina Thomas
’14 will be released in the
coming days.
While lauding the
Project for Open Voices
(POV) for its narrative
model, Teshome said the
publication can be restrictive in some ways.
“I felt like the drawback was that they just
became nameless stories,”
Teshome said, especially
when negative commentators could deride anonymous essays. But with the
videos, “You’d be accountable to a face,” she said.
The first two videos
combined garnered more
than 800 views as of Tues-
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Teshome ’16 (left) and DeLeon ’14 (right) collaborate on
Middle Path Voices to share stories of compelling experiences.
day evening, with some
traffic presumably driven
by a Thrill article about
them.
In DeLeon’s video, she
talks about how when people would “tiptoe” around
race, it would make it a
more pronounced part of
her identity.
“There
are
those
people who think that
whenever you mention
the word ‘black’ it’s like,
‘You’re being racist! That’s
inappropriate!’ and I’ll be
like, ‘Well, what if it’s just
true?’” she said.
“I just want to be me on
this campus,” she adds. “I
wish that people weren’t
afraid to get to know me
on that level and I wish
that people didn’t impose
identity upon me.”
Jurney, who talked
about his past experience
with eating disorders in a
Middle Path Voices video,
said that when he came
out as gay in high school a
reaction that was “exceedingly common was, ‘Oh,
you have an eating disorder. Is it because you’re

gay?’”
The unscripted video
narratives have the potential to offer a raw look
into students’ personal
lives. Jurney said those interested in sharing a story
should “remember that it’s
not an outlet for people
who’ve had it hard.” “It’s
an outlet for anyone and
everyone to share any narrative that they want,” he
said.
Teshome, who will be
studying off-campus next
semester, hopes that with
Jurney’s help, Middle Path
Voices can gather narratives and release more
videos in the spring, describing this semester’s release as “the first episode
of the test pilot.”
DeLeon said Middle
Path Voices “taught me
that I do have a story that
I take for granted everyday and everyone has a
story they take for granted everyday.” By sticking
yourself out there, you’re
telling other people that
it’s OK for them to stick
themselves out there too.”

DPhis get semester suspension
Continued from Page 1

Student Rights and Responsibilities Samantha Hughes
and Associate Dean of Students Chris Kennerly —
both of whom declined to
comment for this article —
worked with the fraternity on
the matter. Dean of Students
Hank Toutain also declined
to comment, due to the ongoing nature of the case; Heuck
and Hardin said the DPhis
have filed an appeal of the
suspension that is currently
under consideration.
“I think [the suspension]
may be harsh, though I’m not
qualified to make such decisions,” Heuck said. “I know

“

I think [the suspension] may be harsh,
though I’m not qualified to make such
decisions.”
Henry Heuck ’15

that there were several rush
infractions. Delta Phi was
certainly not the only one.”
He added, however, that he
thinks the administration
treats Greek life fairly overall.
“I’d like to believe that I go to
a school that treats everyone
fairly.”
Neither Heuck nor Hardin expects this setback to
place a long-term burden
on the fraternity, but plan
to exercise “better prepara-

tion” upon their reinstatement, Hardin said, though he
and Heuck agreed there are
“some things you can’t prepare for.”
Heuck expressed disappointment at the suspension
of the fraternity, which has
been at Kenyon since 1940,
but he is looking to the future. “We’re ... dedicated to
maintaining our positive relationship on campus next
January,” Heuck said.
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“Guinea pigs” for sociology comps
ERIC GELLER
STAFF WRITER

Sociology majors preparing for
their senior exercises this year found
themselves in uncharted territory
following their department’s decision
to change its comprehensive examination (comps) process. Sociology
was the only one to alter its senior exercise this year, and the shift to a new
evaluation process has exposed the
challenges of altering any curriculum
while preserving the department’s
appeal for the students most devoted
to the particular field.
In previous years, sociology majors took a senior seminar course that
prepared them to write a research paper of approximately 25 pages. Students would then present and defend
those papers in front of the sociology
faculty.
Last fall, under the new system,
majors submitted sociological questions to the faculty, who discussed
them in front of students during two
forums. In January, students submitted and then prepared responses to
four new questions, categorized as
“Methods,” “Theory,” “Culture and
Society” and “Institutions.” On April
13, each student presented a response
to one of the topics and answered faculty members’ questions.
Professor of Sociology Howard
Sacks, chair of the department, listed
several reasons for the new process:
under the old system, he said, students were “developing independent
topics [for papers] that weren’t being
done within the context of courses.
“What resulted was almost an
elaborate system in which every single major was doing a mini-honors
project,” Sacks said. “That became a
serious time-burner for students and
faculty alike, because you didn’t have
the context of the course in order to

paid advertisement

“

ATTENTION:
SUMMER STORAGE

I’m glad that they were able to figure out some of
the problems with the major ... but I almost wish it
hadn’t come at the expense of my own progress.”
Becca Guttentag ’14

do it.”
In addition, because the number
of sociology majors has doubled in
recent years and now hovers around
20, a single senior seminar course
preparing students to write research
papers is no longer practical. Splitting the capstone seminar into several sections, Sacks said, would “take
opportunities away to teach other
courses.”
The sociology department held
a dinner meeting with majors on
Tuesday, April 29 to gather feedback
on the new process. Prior to the
meeting, Sacks told the Collegian, “I
think everyone is generally satisfied
with this new comps,” but added, “I’ll
know that a lot more clearly after we
have dinner.”
Several sociology majors expressed disappointment with both
the new senior exercise and the way
the faculty communicated their expectations to students.
“The professors didn’t really know
what to expect, we didn’t know what
to expect [and] it was very much our
class being the guinea pigs for it,”
Hannah Beckerman ’14 said. “I think
a lot of majors felt a lot of anxiety all
year about this change.”
Becca Guttentag ’14 also said that
she felt like a guinea pig. After she
missed one of the mandatory faculty
forums in the fall, she had to write a
15-page paper and lost the ability to
receive distinction on her senior exercise.
“I don’t think that the punishment was equal to the crime,” Guttentag said. When she and several
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other students raised the issue with
the sociology faculty, they were told
that nothing could be done for them,
but that the rule would be changed
next year.
“I’m glad that they were able to
figure out some of the problems with
the major,” Guttentag said, “but I almost wish it hadn’t come at the expense of my own progress.”
Sacks said that the department
attempted to “accommodate those
[situations] as they came up in a way
that we thought was fair and reasonable to everybody.
“There was a degree to which we
were trying to respond to things that
we hadn’t fully anticipated,” he said.
Beckerman and Guttentag were
also dissapointed that the senior exercise no longer involved an extensive research paper. “I really do wish I
would have had the chance to do my
own independent research,” Guttentag said, “because, really, that’s why I
chose the sociology major.”
Beckerman said that she had been
looking forward to writing a paper
“that was a culmination of everything [she] had learned in sociology.”
To preserve that aspect of the old
system, the department has expanded the number of advanced seminars
classes it offers, and the main requirement in each of those seminar
is a substantial independent research
paper.
“The majors this year understand
that we were all creating something,”
Sacks said. “The majors next year will
be inheriting something that existed
beforehand.”

Convenient Storage
500 South Main Street
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050
Office phone (740) 393-1119
Cell phone (740) 398-2705

5’ x 10’ unit $30.00 per month
10’ x 10’ unit $45.00 per month

Secure locks provided

Call now and we will save
a unit for you!

ON THE RECORD

BILL BRYSON
AUTHOR AND 2014 COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
PHOEBE CARTER
STAFF WRITER

about the address?

Kenyon Collegian: What was
your initial response to being
asked to come to Kenyon for
the commencement address?

BB: Well yes, I think about it
all the time and it’s a real challenge because on the one hand
you have to give some advice,
but it’s very easy to be pompous and I don’t want to do that.
I’ve given a few commencement speeches in my time now
and they’re the hardest thing to
do, they really are. The temptation is to sort of say, “Be good,”
you know? “Behave yourselves
and be good people,” and just
to say things that are very obvious, so trying to say something
that’s a little bit different is a
challenge.

Bill Bryson: I was reading
an article from the Kenyon
Review [when I was asked],
which is a little uncanny. I
know Kenyon from reputation, and my son and his
wife both went to Denison
[University], so we know that
part of the world and I like
Southern Ohio very much.
But it was such a great honor,
a school as distinguished as
Kenyon inviting me to give
the address. It never would
have occurred to me to say
no to that, so I accepted immediately.
KC: Have you begun thinking

try and really just making fun
of the British again. I haven’t
done that in 20 years.
KC: What advice would you
give to aspiring authors?

KC: What else are you working
on these days?

BB: One piece that I always
give is to go someplace where
there’s a lot of books and just
look at those books and remind yourself that every one
of those authors was once unknown. I remember when I
was first starting out it seems
like everyone is against you,
the publishers don’t want your
books, nobody knows who you
are and it can just seem impossible. But if you just plug away,
it’s not as hard as it seems in
the beginning.

BB: This year I am doing a
travel book about Britain and
my relationship with the coun-

KC: What is the craziest thing
you’ve done as a part of your
research for a book?

BB: Oh gosh, well the craziest
thing I’ve ever done for a book
was trying to hike the Appalachian Trail [for A Walk in the
Woods]. If I’d reflected more
sensibly I never would have
started in the first place. I was
really disappointed when I realized I was actually going to
fail at it, but then I also realized
there’s lots of different ways of
measuring success and failure,
and that became sort of the
theme of the whole book. That
was one of the most knuckleheaded things I’ve ever done,
but it was one of the great experiences of my life.
KC: Have you looked at past
Kenyon commencement addresses, such as David Foster
Wallace’s?
BB: David Foster Wallace’s
was one that is in the kind of

“Commencement
Address
Hall of Fame,” and I realized
I’m following in rather large
footsteps here. But all I can
do is give it my best shot. If I
have one advantage over him
it is that I think I am a happier person so I can bring a sort
of happiness to everything I
do. He was a troubled human
being, and also an extremely
gifted human being, so I’m
probably the opposite of him
in both ways.
KC: Do you mean you think
you’re not a gifted human being?
BB: I am happy to be considered just a really happy
human being. Nobody has
called me a troubled genius,
let’s put it that way. So whatever I say, it will almost certainly be in sharp contrast
with what he said.
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End of year brings new tenure appointments, retirements

GRAHAM REID
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon will say farewell to two
faculty members this year: Professor
of Asian Studies and Religious Studies
Joseph Adler, who joined the faculty
in 1987, and Professor of Sociology
John Macionis, who arrived in 1978.
Around the same time they announced their retirement, the Board
of Trustees also granted tenture to
seven Kenyon professors. The newly
tenured professors are Assistant Professor of Italian Simone Dubrovic,
Assistant Professor of Physics Tom
Giblin, Assistant Professor of History
Nurten Kilic-Schubel, Assistant Professor of Spanish Travis Landry, Assistant Professor of Psychology Irene
Lopez, Assistant Professor of German
Leo Riegert and Assistant Professor
of English Jene Schoenfeld. All seven
will be trading the moniker of “Assistant Professor” for “Associate Professor” come next academic year.
Though much of Kenyon’s core
educational philosophy has remained
constant, the College has gone
through major changes since Macionis and Adler joined the faculty. Both
professors came to Kenyon during
the time of the “10-mile rule,” which
limited how far away from campus
faculty could live. Elimination of the
10-mile rule coincided with changes
within the faculty. One of the most
striking examples of change was in
research and academic production,
which Adler described as a “distinct

raising of the bar in terms of faculty
research.”
“We’re all now expected to be active in research,” he said.
The shift has played into the tenure process as well. Research plays
a larger role than it did in the past,
though teaching is still valued above
all. Tenure candidates are evaluated
on three criteria: teaching, scholarly
work and research, and citizenship,
which requires leadership in College
governance, committee service, creation of programs within the College
and general engagement with other
departments, among other community-oriented.
Schoenfeld, along with other professors, praised Kenyon’s classroom
focus. “Teaching is what I like best
about the job,” she said. She also lauded the diversity of the professor’s position and tenure process at Kenyon.
“One of the things I like a lot about
Kenyon is that there’s a real balance
[between teaching, research and citizenship],” she said.
Similarly, Landry thinks research
goes well with Kenyon’s teaching focus. “When everything goes well,
there’s a beautiful synergy between
my research and my teaching,” he
said. Landry tries not only to bring
new ideas for courses from his research but also gets ideas for research
projects from his classes, including his
current research on the influence of
Islam on the Enlightenment in Spain.
Likewise, Macionis, who has
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Travis Landry (left) and Tom Giblin (right) are two of Kenyon’s seven newly-tenured professors.
written several editions of sociology textbooks, felt that teaching
during his time at Kenyon has “really inform[ed]” his writing. Similarly,
writing textbooks has helped Macionis as a teacher. “That kept me connected to the classroom,” he said.
Giblin, who has done research
with students every semester and
summer since he began at Kenyon,
thinks the experience is a valuable
part of a physics education. “I think
having research experiences in science is really important to understanding how science is done,” he said.
While the professors felt the Kenyon tenure process was fair on
the whole, Riegert worried that the
amount of work Professors should
dedicate to citizenship - an aspect

of being a professor that mandates
their involvement in the College -- is
“a little bit unclear.” Though Riegert thought the emphasis on quality
teaching was lucid, he thought it was
not obvious how much the College
expects in terms of committee service
or other participation. Riegert enjoys
his primary service commitment, advising Fulbright applicants, but also
called it “time-consuming.”
Despite this discrepancy, Schoenfeld, who focused on issues of racial
and gender diversity to fulfill her requirement of citizenship options.
“One can absolutely follow one’s interests,” she said.
Similarly, Dubrovic felt that the
citizenship component allowed him
to connect with faculty in other de-

partments. “To get to know your colleagues can be difficult,” he said.
Lopez felt that, while the work she
has done in all three categories has
been demanding, it’s all been relevant
to her interests. “My teaching, my
research and my service — they all
dovetail,” she said. “They’re all about
social justice and minority issues with
first-gen[eration] students.”
Professors — those leaving the
College and those newly gaining tenure — felt a sense of gratitude towardshelpful colleagues and the community at large.
“It is also, I think, a privilege to
be able to continue to serve Kenyon, where you have really bright,
engaging students,” Kilic-Schubel
said.

Board discusses two
major campus plans
HANNAH STEIGMEYER
NEWS EDITOR

The Board of Trustees’ annual
spring meeting took place last
weekend with two major plans
up for consideration, the Master
Plan and the 2020 Plan.
According to President Sean
Decatur, the Master Plan is
“sort of the full menu of possibilities of what could happen
with campus.” He added that it
was a chance to “layout the full
picture for discussion and feedback.” Board Chairman Barry
Schwartz ’70 said the unveiling
and preliminary discussion of the
Plan “was very interesting and
very ambitious and good to have
as we face the future.”
Renovating the first-year residence halls is among the planned
projects. “Housing is certainly
an item covered by the Master
Plan and it is constantly on our
minds,” Schwartz said. The biggest challenge to the housing situation is where students will live
during construction. Entire halls
would have to shut down for the
year, causing huge numbers of
beds to be taken out of commission. “Mather and McBride have
170 beds or so in them,” Decatur said. To account for this displacement during construction,
Decatur has the idea of building
a brand a new residence hall.

Student voices were also heard
at the meeting. “[The Board] really likes student input and they’ve
listened to what students want,”
Student Council President Kevin
Pan ’15 said. At their presentation to the Trustees, Student
Council focused on the problem
of classes that require extra fees,
and in the future they would like
to discuss the expense and experience of traveling abroad.
According to Schwartz, the
updates on the 2020 Plan “reflected some innovative thinking
by President Decatur,” and the
Board’s principal questions “focused on implementation.”
Decatur predicted that “October will be a time for the Board
to really look at things.” When
the Health Center and Hillel
construction is completed in the
fall, it will be the first time no
major construction will be going
on on campus in approximately
10 years.
Decatur doesn’t see any urgency to start building again,
saying, “I think it’s actually not
a bad thing for us to take a pause
and figure out what the next
move is.” He noted that he and
the Board are taking careful and
deliberate steps on the building
front, but claimed some renovations would be in progress by
2020.
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After his first year on the Hill, President Sean Decatur reflects on his experiences at Kenyon and plans for the future.
Continued from Page 1

worked with his Chief of Staff Susan Morse to
draft his 20/20 plan, using feedback from alumni and parents to shape his plan for Kenyon’s
future.
“He knew that when he came in he wanted
to listen to the community,” Morse said. “He
wanted to know what people thought about
where Kenyon should be, where Kenyon should
be in 2020 — where are we going?”
The plan includes new first-year housing,
increased upperclassman housing, an updated
library and even an underground parking garage, to name a few.
Though undeniably ambitious, Morse believes that, for the most part, it’s feasible. “I
don’t know that we’ll get everything finished
[by 2020] - I’s dotted and T’s - crossed but I do
think we’ll get a lot of it, to propel Kenyon into
its third century,” she said.
Along with creating the 20/20 plan, Decatur spearheaded initiatives like the Summer
Internship Stipend Fund, and an expansion of
Kenyon’s summer science program to include
the humanities in addition to the natural sciences.
“I see both of those as initial steps to the bigger questions, which is, “How do we provide
opportunities for students to have substantive
experiences outside of the classroom that deepen their learning, but at the same time prepare

them for life after Kenyon?’” Decatur said.
The idea for the internship program, which
will assist students seeking unpaid internships
though the Kenyon Career Development Office, was inspired by an evening forum Decatur
held with students.
Students in the evening forum also alerted
Decatur to an overwhelming problem on campus: stress.
“People are feeling pulled in a lot of different directions,” he said. For example, “There’s
tons of cool stuff that happens during Common Hour, but there’s so much cool stuff that
no one is really doing anything in common because there are a hundred different activities.”
Decatur has been able to implement these
starter programs despite working with a much
smaller endowment than similar schools.
Kenyon’s endowment is roughly $184 million, while Oberlin College — where Decatur
served as dean of the College of Arts and Sciences — has an endowment of roughly $713
million.
“Another set of planning work that we’ve
been doing this year is beginning to look ahead
towards the next fundraising campaign for Kenyon,” Decatur said.
Keeping finances in mind, Decatur hopes to
work to make campus more accessible to families from different economic backgrounds.
This past January, he travelled to Washington, D.C. to attend a White House summit on
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Sean Decatur, President

increasing college affordability for low-income
students, where he pledged to take steps to provide them the same opportunities as their more
affluent peers.
Decatur also hopes to bring campus groups
together in a more collaborative setting. “I
think there are so many fascinating, strong
things happening across campus, if we could
actually get them all moving in the same direction — that there’s real power there for advancing the institution,” he said.
Decatur’s home life will become more stable
this summer when the rest of his family, including his wife Renee, children Owen and Sabine,
and two dogs, Skittles and Roo, will move from
Oberlin into Cromwell Cottage, though Sabine
will be leaving for Yale University to start her
first year of college in the fall.
As for his daughter’s decision to attend Yale,
Decatur explained, “I think that, as soon as it
was clear that I was coming here, going to a college where your dad is president and your parents are living in the middle of campus was not
so attractive.”
Though they have yet to formally welcome
the rest of the Decatur family to Gambier, stu-
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dents and alumni have seen and felt Decatur’s
presence on campus.
“I feel like Sean Decatur was incredibly active on campus, and especially as a first-year
student on this campus, it was really encouraging to see him around at events,” Aldis Petriceks ’17 said.
Sam Whipple ’16 agreed. “I saw S. Georgia
Nugent more in New York City than I did on
campus, and that has not proven true for DCat,” he said “So, well done, sir.”
Dean of Admissions Jennifer Delahunty believes that the next generation of Kenyon students has Decatur to partly thank for this year’s
huge jump in applicants.
“I think that people were able to meet him
and see that he’s bringing a new energy to the
College,” Delahunty said. “I think that has been
really positive.”
To Decatur, Kenyon “feels like a really great
fit — it feels like a community I would like to
remain [in] and to be a part of to make ... a better place.” Only time will tell how Decatur will
influence Kenyon in the next 10 months, 44
weeks, 305 days or 7,320 hours, but he isn’t going anywhere any time soon.
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Students recount experiences with economic divide
Even here in the Kenyon bubble, signs of class divisions are prominent and affect student’s daily lives.
Continued from Page 1

shut everything that comes
next out because it’s like,
‘You’re not talking to me.’”
Eric Chu ’17 said that, although he is “really happy”
here, he frequently feels “othered.” He referenced the culture at Kenyon, such as the
way people show one another
they care. “They’ll say, ‘Happy
birthday! Here, let me buy you
something!’” Chu said.
But economic inequality
has bigger implications for
him.Earlier this year, Chu
talked to a student who said
that, no matter what he did
in college, his father had a
job with an annual salary of
$120,000 lined up for him.
“He said it so nonchalantly,” Chu said. “He was just
like, ‘It doesn’t really matter
if I graduate or not,’ and when
he said that I felt like, ‘Wow, I
don’t have that.’ I feel like I’m
the hope of my family and I
have this weight that I kind of
live with every day where it’s
like if I mess up, I’m not just
messing up for me.”
For some students for
whom having a job has never
been a priority, it can be dif-

ficult to step into the shoes of
their classmates who have to
take whatever job they can get.
Jurney recalled a classmate
asking him during his first
year what his summer plans
were. “I told him I was going
to work at a fast food restaurant over the summer,” Jurney
said. “And he said, ‘Oh, why?’
and I said, ‘Well,’ and I kind of
paused, ‘I have to have a job.’
And he said, ‘Why?’ and it became clear that he really didn’t
get that people had to work.”
For Jurney, the economic
gap was evident in his summer plans, but things such as
fashion trends can obscure
the divide on campus. Thanks
to pop stars Macklemore and
Ryan Lewis, shopping at thrift
stores is all the rage. As Sarah Hobbs ’15 put it, “It’s cool
because, just based on clothes
and stuff, the style at Kenyon
is so thrift store/vintage and I
definitely can’t tell [someone’s
wealth] when it’s something
like that.”
However, when it comes
to students with cars, single
rooms and apartments, the divide is hard to ignore. “They
may not be super wealthy,”
Hobbs said, “but they have

enough to afford a single or a
car.”
While the economic gap
has its roots in larger institutional problems such as the
College’s limited financial aid
budget, inequalities often play
out in small social misunderstandings. Nathan Durham
’17 recalls Parents’ Weekend
as a moment when his family’s
finances came into contrast
with those of the majority of
his classmates because his parents could not afford to visit
for what he called a “staple of
Kenyon culture.” One night,
a fellow student came back
from dinner with her parents
and began complaining about
their being there. “There was
nothing I wanted more in the
world than for my parents to
be there right when that happened,” Durham said. “I was
so mad … because they just
didn’t get it. They don’t get
how lucky you are that your
parents paid that much money
to come see you for those two
days.”
What struck Durham was
that so many students at Kenyon took their parents’ visits
for granted. “I think it’s just
because they thought it was

JULIE FRANCE| COLLEGIAN

Tyann Smith ’14 discusses students being praised for their class.
so normal,” he said, further
explaining what upset him. “I
think a start to making things
better is for kids here to realize that if your parents can
afford to [visit for Parents’
Weekend], if your parents
can afford to spend $60,000 a
year for you to go here and not
struggle with that … you live a
luxurious life and you are very
lucky.”
Durham recognized that
ignoring people’s socioeconomic classes will not solve

anything. He proposed instead
that “we should be working together to make every student
comfortable in their space.”
“I can’t promise for everybody,” Durham said, “but I
can promise for me and for
most of the poor kids here,
that we’re not going to judge
you or otherize you for being
rich. ... Recognize your position and do something to
make people who are not in
your position feel like they are
just as worthy of being here.”
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EDITOR: VICTORIA UNGVARSKY

QUICK
COMPLIMENTS

“Erin Delaney ’16 is the
“Matthew Christopher ’17 has light of my life. She
sounds just like Hello
the best style. No one else
Kitty.”
could rock the fish shirt.”
- Taylor Cornelius ’16
- John Lyons ’17

“Thanks Elizabeth Abrash
’17 for cheering me up
with a video of a guy who
starts crying when he
finds out that he’s going
to be a grandfather.”
- Kyla McLaughlin ’17

A Kokosing Farewell

With graduation approaching, seniors reflect on their four years on the Hill and look forward to the future.

SENIORS
SOUND OFF
What is your favorite Kenyon memory?

“

The class Postmodernism with [Associate Professor of Comparative Literature and Humanities] Kate Elkins ...
went so far [as] to influence the things I
say and do, not just what I think.”
David Vance ’14

VICTORIA UNGVARSKY | FEATURES EDITOR

Come May 17, the Class of 2014
will be joining the ranks of Kenyon’s alumni. After four years, the
students will be leaving Gambier
behind. Many have spent the last
several months anxious about their
futures and many still are, but plenty more have found a good place to
start. With plans that include Fulbright-funded trips, further education and volunteer work, the Class
of 2014 is ready to graduate
Nate Lotze ’14 will be working in
a two-year fellowship program with
the advocacy group Environment
America. “I’ll be in Columbus with
Environment Ohio leading advocacy campaigns focused on a variety of issues like renewable energy,
fracking and conservation,” Lotze
said.
Molly Goolman ’14, who has always loved education and athletics,
will take her learning to the next

level at the Saint James School in
Hagerstown, Maryland. There, she
will be a history teacher, as well as a
softball and field hockey coach.
All the way across the Atlantic
Ocean, Lara DelPiano ’14 will be
teaching English at a high school in
Brescia, Italy next year after receiving a fellowship through Dickinson
College.
Back on the home front, Maggie
Boelter ’14 will be working on wait
staff and housekeeping on a dude
ranch in Wyoming. “I’m really excited,” she said. “I’ve never been out
west before, so it’s something different and I’ll get to explore and hike
and ride horses and do things I’ve
never done before.”
In honor of the seniors’ years of
energy and leadership, the Collegian
has compiled some highlights from
their time here. Good luck, Class of
2014!

“

My housemate and friend Catherine
Lloyd ’14 and I founded the varsity streaking team this semester and we went streaking
with many other people through NCAs and
South campus and it was wonderful.”
Katie Blake ’14

“
“

Going to the caves when it’s sunny,
nice, and spring.”
Julia Papale ’14

It was the day before Monday of finals week. I was working on a paper for
[Professor Emerita of Political Science]
Pam Jensen. And I was there with Michael [Hayes ’14] and about five other
people. We stayed up all night working
on our papers and we talked about love
and God and Kenyon and family.”

Leslie Martin ’14

“

Latex paint party at the Horn, when
I had to cut off all my hair because I got
paint in [it].”
Darci Marcum ’14

Top to bottom: Margaret Tilson ’14, Lizzie Thoreson-Green ’14, McKinley Sherrod ’14 and Rebecca Ogus ’14 pose at Alt Prom; Lizzi Whittlesey ’14 and Lily
Rosenthal ’14 support the golf team; Stephanie Ladman ’14, Pete Heck ’14, Molly Goolman ’14 and Jake Thorn ’14 gather on a Friday during their first year.
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Senior Class Total:

Junior Class Total:

Answer

Leland Holcomb ’14

What year did Brother Ali
last come to campus?

2010

Which middle-aged, Oscarwinning actor and ladies’ man
just got engaged?

ora
by c
d
e
l
i
p

Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

38

46

Katie Hardiman ’15

Randy Stratton ’16

Maher Latif ’17

2010

2010

2010

2008

George Clooney

Clooney

George Clooney, but I
don’t believe it

George Clooney

George Clooney

Final Rankings

3rd place

1st place

4th place

2nd place

Com

43

49
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A+E

EDITORS: INDIA AMOS and
ANNA DUNLAVEY

UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY 1 AND 2 | 8 P.M.
Music

MAY 1, 2 AND 3 | 8 P.M.
Performance

SPRING DANCE
CONCERT

IDENTITY AND
CHICANA ART

COLLA VOCE
SPRING CONCERT

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

BOLTON THEATER

HORVITZ HALL

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

TAYLOR CONCERT
SERIES

MAY 2 | 5 P.M.
Exhibit Opening

MAY 3 | 3 P.M.
A Cappella

Motown to meet mudras in Spring Dance Concert
Students and professors come together
to showcase diverse works.
INDIA AMOS
ARTS EDITOR

Five student dancers
and three Kenyon professors will ring in the final
weekend of the semester
with their Spring Dance
Concert, in which they’ll
showcase their hardearned talents
“The Spring Dance
Concert is a combination of faculty, student
and guest artists’ work, so
there is a whole range of
pieces in there,” Professor of Dance Julie Brodie said. The concert,
which features work by
Pankti Dalal ’17, Sandro
Aravena Perez ’14, Nicki
Krzeminski ’14, Colin
McArthur ’15 and Elizabeth Furman ’15, will
consist of choreography
created and performed
by the students. Each
student is responsible
for creating his/her own
work, the audience can
expect to see dances that
range from traditional
Indian to Motown, all
the way to pointe, a dance
performed on the tips of
the shoes.
“I think just the range
of pieces that are going
to be in there, they are

all very different, very
unique,” Brodie said. The
student-choreographed
pieces will come together as a type of anthology
and will compliment one
another, though no two
share the same aesthetic.
In addition to the student works, Brodie said
she and her colleagues,
Assistant Professor of
Dance Kora Radella and
Visiting Instructor of
Dance Olivier Tarpaga,
will also be showcasing
their work at the concert. There is also a senior dance, Brodie said,
which was choreographed
by Pamela Newell, who
choreographed Being Susan Sontag and Ultreya! or
my soul has no legs.
“She is a professional
choreographer who came
in and did an intensive
residency for 10 days and
set this piece with the senior students,” Brodie explained.
“Intensive” seems to be
a common theme running
through the entire production and performance
of the Spring Dance Concert. “We start working
the second week of classes,” Brodie said. We hold

CORA MARKOWITZ| COLLEGIAN

Participants in the Spring Dance Concert rehearse for their performance, which will run tonight through Saturday.
auditions and then we just
hit the ground running.”
The dedication these
students
and
faculty
members have for their
craft is commendable,
and Brodie described the
logistics that went into
deciding which dancers
would perform and which
routines they would do.
“We have auditions at the

beginning of the semester, so anybody who is
taking a technique class
is eligible to audition for
the concert and then the
choreographers
select
the students they want
to work with,” she said.
“Part of that is based on
schedule and part of it
is based on what they’re
looking for in terms of

their particular needs as
choreographers.”
Brodie hinted at what
can be expected at the
performance.
“Most
are in the modern idiom,” she explained, “but
within modern dance,
there are many different
ways of expressing yourself.” Since the performers themselves prove to

be uinque, it comes as no
surprise that the concert
will feature a wide variety
of techniques and style.
There will be three
opportunities to see the
concert: tonight, Friday
and Saturday from 8:00
p.m. to 10:30 p.m. in the
Bolton Theater. It is open
to students, faculty and
community members.

Flutists and harpists impress in joint “Flarp” concert
INDIA AMOS
ARTS EDITOR

The “Flarp Ensemble” took to
the stage in Brandi Recital Hall yesterday evening when some of Kenyon College’s flutists and harpists
joined together to fill the night with
angelic music.
“This is technically the Harp
Ensemble Concert,” said harpist Jeremy Peck ’14, “but this semester we
have two flautists who joined.”
“We jokingly call it the ‘Flarp
Ensemble,’” harpist Lily McBride
’17 said with a laugh. “At the beginning of the semester, we weren’t sure
if we would have enough harpists
who would be able to play in the
ensemble, and the same happened
with the flute ensemble.” These
dedicated student musicians decided they wanted a novel way to be
able to perform for the community.
Instead of waiting for more people
proficient in these instruments to
come forward, they took matters
into their own hands. “A lot of us
are in ‘Music Theory’ together and
we all get along really well, so we just

CORA MARKOWITZ | COLLEGIAN

Jenny David ’16, Conor Dugan ’15 and Jeremy Peck ’14 strum their harps.
said, ‘We should combine the two,’”
said McBride.
While the majority of the pieces
the Flarp Ensemble performed featured both harps and flutes, there
were a handful of pieces handled
solely by the harpists. In addition
to Peck and McBride, the concert
also featured Conor Dugan ’15 and
Jenny David ’16, who are both harp-

ists, and Emily Bulik-Sullivan ’15
and Emma Brown ’17, who are flutists. Alexi Kamer, who is a homeschooled student from the Gambier
area, also performed with the Ensemble. In addition to playing the
harp, Kamer also provided a violin
accompaniment on several pieces.
It is not an uncommon occurrence for residents of the local area

to participate in with the Harp Ensemble. McBride, who is from Gambier, said she began playing with the
Harp Ensemble when she was in
middle school. “Pretty much anyone
who plays the harp is welcome,” she
said. “The first time I played with
the Harp Ensemble was in seventh
grade. If anyone wants to be in it,
they are more than welcome.”
“[Adjunct Instructor of Harp/
Piano] Janet Thompson, who is the
director, ... has a lot of people she
teaches from high school and the
community,” Peck said. “And a lot
of the time we don’t have a lot of
harpists, or we don’t have that many
harpists here… so we sometimes
have as many as three members of
the community playing with us.”
The Ensemble performed a wide
array of songs that ranged from traditional Celtic and Spanish music to
a song from the Disney movie Tangled. “There’s all kinds of stuff,” McBride said. And her comment was
no exaggeration. The concert demonstrated range in stylistic choice,
as well as in the flutists’ and harpists’
playing ability. Peck also noted the

creativity that went into choosing
the music for this concert. “I really
love harp ensemble because there
isn’t really a lot of music arranged
for harp ensemble because nobody
is really writing, like, ‘for six harps’,
so we usually just get music from
the piano or something and divide
it up and improvise do chords and
just make stuff up as we go,” he said.
“So it’s a lot of our own creativity. So
it’s kind of cool.”
These musicians put in many
hours of hard work, according to
McBride, but it is not without its
perks. “It’s a small group of people,
and we’re all pretty close,” she said.
“We’re all just so goofy together and
it’s kind of a bummer because [rehearsal is] an hour and 40 minutes
long, and rehearsals are on Friday.
So we go to class all day and then to
rehearsals. But we just have so much
fun with it. It’s great.”
The Flarp Ensemble gave a performance that allowed the talents of
its musicians and their instruments to
compliment each other, and together
they proved that string and woodwind can coexist in perfect harmony.
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T-shirt design: The “Jurney” from sketchbook to sweater

“

Tim Jurney ’15 finds a balance between cute
and creative when designing T-shirts.

ELANA SPIVACK
STAFF WRITER

Students need not be art
majors or permanent residents
of Horvitz Hall to be artists.
T-shirt design is prevalent on
campus, with many clubs and
organizations, such as ECO/
PEAS, Kenyon College Outdoors Club (KCOC), Relay for
Life and the women’s ultimate
frisbee team often calling for
students to design their Tshirts.
Tim Jurney ’15, a Spanish
area studies major, makes art
in his spare time and has designed many different T-shirts
at Kenyon for various organizations, most recently the Peer
Counselors and the 5K run
KCOC sponsored. Jurney is
not an art major, but T-shirt
designing shirts is just one of
his creative outlets. He has
created about 10 designs for
various Kenyon T-shirts, and
has been designing since high
school.
“In high school I just wasn’t
taking any art classes, but I
was doodling a lot,” he said.
“If people know that you doodle and they’re also in charge
of an organization they’re going to ask you to do stuff.”
Designing a T-shirt for
a club sometimes requires
working with another person,
which can limit their creativ-

ity.
“There’s the whole working-with-somebody-else aspect of it,” Jurney said. “You
don’t get quite as much of your
own art all the time. You have
to do usually a couple of designs and send them in to people and see what they like instead of … doing the one you
like the most and f inishing it.”
T-shirt design can also require the artist to marry their
own personal style with the
needs of the organization that
requested the design. “I sort of
have two styles, which is my
‘cute fun T-shirt’ style and my
other art style,” Jurney said.
“They’re both me, you just
have to … continually decide
how much of one or the other
you want to go into a certain
design.”
He then explained how he
toggles between his graphic style and his “other art”
style, which he calls “very
expressive and very materialbased.”
Simplicity, he said, is integral to graphic shirt design. “A T-shirt design needs
to be clean and simple and a
lot more lighthearted,” Jurney
said. The artist needs to know
their market and what looks
aesthetially pleasing on a piece
of clothing.
Jurney discussed his re-

When I do art I always
think about ... what I want
my art to make people feel.
When you’re designing a
T-shirt you’re like, what do
they want to see and what’s
fun and silly and interesting?”
Tim Jurney ’15

COURTESY OF TIM JURNEY

The Kenyon College Outdoors Club recently used this design by Jurney.
spective approaches to his own
art style and T-shirt design.
“When I do art, I always
think about … what I want
to say and how I want my art
to make people feel,” he said.
“When you’re designing a T-

Jump in the (contra) line!
ANNA DUNLAVEY
ARTS EDITOR

Students and community members danced the
night away last Saturday to
a form of dance called “contra.” Hosted by the Rural Life Center, the contra
dance was a place for veteran dancers to show their
skills and for new dancers
to learn about the history
and practice of these types
of dances.
Contra dancing originated in France in the mid1600s and as it evolved
spread to England and then
to the U.S. These dances
are now performed mostly
in New England, but have
recently become popular
in Ohio as well. Recently,
contra dances have been
held across the state, from
Columbus to Oberlin.
Contra dances are performed in a line, and although each dancer has
a partner, there is a “free
exchange,” in the words of
community organizer Brian Miller. “As you go up
and down the line, you and
your partner dance with
other couples and often the
figures that you dance are

“

This is just the beginning. ... More and
more people will attend and learn.”
Regan Fink ’14

within a four-member set,”
he said. A caller tells the
dancers when and where to
line up and what dances are
to be performed.
A dance can range
from a simple, two-person
“do-si-do” to more complicated figures that bring in
elements from dances like
the waltz. These are performed multiple times over
the course of the song. The
dances can be done at different speeds according to
the music, which is usually provided by a live band.
“The band gives you a very
definite beat,” Miller said.
“Every figure is in tempo
with the beat of the band.”
Contra music tends to resemble folk or bluegrass,
and features instruments
such as fiddles, accordions
and banjos.
A contra dancing community formed in Mount
Vernon about six years ago,
but had difficulty finding a
space to rent. After a successful dance last semester,
sponsored by the Kenyon

College Ballroom Dance
Team, community members contacted the Rural
Life Center to participate
in the project, which is how
Regan Fink ’14 and Margaret Tilson ’14 became
involved. Tilson, who was
introduced to contra dancing before Kenyon, said,
“I don’t think a lot of students either know what it is
or have a lot of experience
with it” and hoped bringing the dance to Kenyon
would introduce more people to it.
Fink and Tilson were
happy with the turnout,
which they thought was
evenly split between students and faculty. Although both of them will
graduate in May, they hope
that the new tradition of
contra dancing at Kenyon
will continue after they
leave. “This is just the beginning,” Fink said. “If we
can continue contra dancing, more and more people
will attend and learn about
what contra dancing is.”

shirt you’re like, ‘What do
they want to see and what’s
fun and silly and interesting?’”
There are perks to sticking
to the quirky side, however.
“Trying to insert as much of
yourself into something that’s

a little bit more commercial or
just something a little bit less
f ine arts-y, … it’s a fun challenge,” Jurney said. “The more
people see your work, the
more people care about your
work.” But “cute” isn’t always
the most fun for the artist.
“The other really diff icult
part is f inding a balance between f inding something you
like and doing something that
is cute and fun,” Jurney said.
“It’s too easy to hate the cute
and fun.”
But because of the fun he’s
had designing at Kenyon, Jurney is considering a professional career in graphic design.
“I’d probably have to go to
… graduate school for that,”
he said. “
Jurney is not the only Kenyon student interested in Tshirt design. A myriad of students are designing T-shirts at
Kenyon, and perhaps the best
part for both student artists
and the community alike is to
see their art worn.

paid advertisement
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OPINIONS
EDITORS: MATTHEW ELEY and
ANNIE SHESLOW
STAFF EDITORIAL

Equality starts here
At Kenyon, the socioeconomic divide is something that
most acknowledge, yet it continues to elude attention. The dialogue that has taken place on campus has illuminated the genuine impressions of inequality some feel. But it has also revealed
a divide caused by hasty conclusions drawn on equally baseless
assumptions of a person’s economic status.
No matter our class background, it is imperative that we recognize we are equal as Kenyon students. While socioeconomic
inequality will remain for the foreseeable future, Kenyon must
continue taking steps to ensure that these differences do not
translate to inequality in the eyes of the College. We are off to
a good start with the introduction of fair housing prices in the
North Campus Apartments and aid for unpaid internships.
But other inequalities still remain in the College’s infrastructure: art and science classes with additional costs are often
inhibitive to low-income students, and going to Mount Vernon for any class work is inconvenient for those without their
own transportation. We look forward to the College addressing
these issues — but the true burden of effort toward community,
in spite of inequality, lies squarely upon the students of Kenyon.
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Professor of Religous Studies Vernon Schubel touts the
blessings of the “one-state” solution to the Arab-Israeli dispute. It would indeed be lovely if everyone could just get along
in one country. The only way to get there, however, is for each
people to feel secure in its own country and then over time to
learn that there is no reason to keep up the old fears and hostilities. Putting one Palestinian Arab majority state in place
where Israel now exists and then promising peace and kindness is a non-starter. It is very like someone who has done
everything to drive his neighbor out of his house and home,
and who, having failed, now says, “Well, if you would just give
me the deed to the place, we could live together amicably. I’d
even let you rent from me, at least for a while.” That’s really
not a convincing example of recognizing our “common humanity.”
To put it plainly, no one can reasonably expect the Jewish
state to hand itself over to those who have, since its founding in 1948, sought in every way they could to exterminate
it, and who have rejected every offer of peace, on the grounds
that they alone had the right to all of Palestine. Nor are his
transparent efforts to isolate and minimize those who were
disturbed by the new tone of the dialogue (“small but vocal
minority”), particularly reassuring when it comes to the irenic content of his message. That kind of us-and-them positioning is exactly how our discourse should not be carried on,
it seems to me.
And, oh yes, the Collegian has me “blasting” KSJP in the
meeting it reports on. I was in fact trying above all to speak to
its members very much in the spirit of the Collegian editorial,
urging that the debate be pursued in respectful, rational ways,
rather than through symbolic and theatrical speech designed
to simplify and provoke indignation and anger.
Sincerely,
Fred Baumann, Professor of Political Science

The Kenyon Collegian welcomes your opinions
@Kenyon_Opinions. Share your thoughts: #QuickComplaints.
Write to us! Submit letters to the editor at
kenyoncollegian@gmail.com.
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Not at Kamp Kenyon anymore
DAVID McCABE & LAUREN TOOLE
DEPARTING EDITORS-IN-CHIEF

Working for the Collegian, you get
used to criticism.
“I was misquoted.” “This isn’t the real
story.” “That headline is misleading.”
The commentary is endless, and the
examples above are an anaesthetized
version of what we’ve heard. There is a
certain type of story that attracts these
criticisms. Maybe a student gets arrested,
the president of a club says something
embarrassing in a meeting or an administrator makes a mess of their job. These
are rarely things those individuals want
made public — least of all in the Collegian. And when they are, the critical
emails invariably start.
Up front, we’ll admit this: mistakes
and errors are an unfortunate and unavoidable reality of journalism. In the
effort to pursue a hard truth — one that
reflects well-reported and honest journalism — we make errors. And in the effort to further pursue that truth, we learn
from them.
It is in essence what professional news
outlets do, too. As we prepare to leave this
phase of our lives behind, we thought
we should clear something up: the Collegian is, for all intents and purposes, a
legitimate news source. Our journalists
are real reporters, and they deserve to be
treated that way.
Some of you likely view the Collegian
as a “fake” publication that should play by
the rules of Kamp Kenyon. That means
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“

We will not keep an issue quiet in order to appease an individual or organization. We will continue to balance an individual’s right to fair trial with the public’s right to know.”

keeping stories about student misconduct quiet and treating everything with
kid gloves.
But protecting those people was never our role as editors or as a paper. This
publication ascribes to a higher code of
ethics than that which the student body
and administration occasionally deem
appropriate. And sometimes that leads
to conflict and behavior from such individuals that would be unprofessional for
even the most hardened PR flacks in the
real world.
In a particularly memorable instance,
we were told by a student leader that it
would be “in our best interest” to retract an article so that we could continue reporting on a certain organization’s
events. Other fond memories include an
administrator loudly and enthusiastically
urging members of organizations which
said administrator advised to refuse interviews with us, claiming that long-ago
mistakes and inaccuracies had made the
paper “untrustworthy.” And for the continuation of that vendetta, this administrator sacrificed integrity and transparency in order to get her point across.
The Collegian has occasionally been
accused of sensationalizing events, acting
out grudges through articles and reducing conversations to a binary. We always

listen to these criticisms with an open
mind, but we maintain that we are always
accountable to the reading public — that
every article of ours will be honest, factual and foster self-criticism on campus.
We will not keep an issue quiet in order
to appease an individual or organization.
We will continue to balance an individual’s right to fair trial with the public’s right
to know. And first and foremost we will
abide by the harm-limitation principle —
if everything learned should be reported.
The Collegian follows the rules and
code of real-world journalism — not
those that some members of the student
body and administration have fabricated
in their effort to prove that this publication has wronged them. We’ve made inadvertent mistakes and errors, and we’ve
issued an apology each time this has occurred. But a shocking number of individuals at Kenyon, rather than owning
up to their mistakes, always found a reason to fault the Collegian.
To those people, we say this: learn the
rules of the real world and play by them
as we do. When you make a mistake,
take responsibility for the consequences.
Don’t waste your breath fighting the Collegian about it. That air could often be
better spent elsewhere — perhaps on an
apology.
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vs

EDITORS: REBECCA DANN
and ALEX PIJANOWSKI

ALLEGHENY
COLLEGE

GAMBIER, OHIO
W 5-1

WOMEN’S LACROSSE
DEPAUW
UNIVERSITY
vs

GAMBIER, OHIO
W 17-5

Ladies send off seniors with a win
REED DICKERSON
STAFF WRITER

Women’s lacrosse ended their season on a high
note last Saturday with
a staggering 17-5 win
against DePauw University, despite two gameopening goals from their
opponent.
“I think we needed to
shake off some nerves in
the last game of the season,” Head Coach Meredith Buzzi said in an
email. “We had a couple
of chances to score goals
in the first few minutes,
but we missed them and
nerves struck. I called a
timeout and told them it
was time to start over and
play the game we planned
and I give the players all
the credit. They checked
into the game plan and got
a great win to end on.”
The Ladies then collected a string of nine uninterrupted goals. Ansen
Burr ’16 scored the first
goal, followed by seniors,
co-captain Kate Lang
’14, co-captain Alex Bair
’14 and Amy Morgan ’14.
Allie McLane ’17, Abby
Coleman ’17 and CoCaptain Susie Gurzenda
’14 continued the streak
by each scoring one goal,
bringing the score to 7-2.
Bair scored again while
the team was man-up, and
McLane put another away
with three minutes left

COURTESY OF KENYON ATHELTICS

Susie Gurzenda ’14 scored two goals against DePauw.
in the half, bringing the
game to 9-2 at halftime.
DePauw struck first in
the second half, but the
Ladies kept their momentum with goals by Burr
and Morgan. DePauw
scored again but the Ladies offered a rebuttal of
two goals by Morgan and
Gurzenda, assisted by
Kelley Russell ’16. DePauw scored an additional goal, but the Ladies

pulled further ahead with
another continuous scoring streak of four goals by
Lang, Bair, Morgan and
Lara McMahon ’14. “McMahon in particular had
a great read on the ball
and came up with a bunch
of ground balls and draw
controls for us,” Buzzi
wrote in an email.
Kenyon out-shot DePauw, taking 27 shots on
goal to DePauw’s 16. De-

fensively, Meredith Bentsen ’15 made 11 saves to
DePauw’s 10, and while
Kenyon had 14 turnovers,
the Ladies forced 19 from
DePauw.
“We really wanted to
slow them down in the
midfield,” Buzzi wrote.
“They have a couple of really quick players and we
needed to slow them down
to force them to make
a decision with the ball
and hopefully get them to
make a mistake. Their center is also good at placing
the ball where she wants it
to go off of the draw, so we
positioned ourselves well
around the center circle to
get the ball and be able to
run it into our attacking
end and put it in the back
of the net.”
The Ladies finished
their season with a record
of 9-6 (3-5 in North Coast
Athletic
Conference
games). The team’s eight
seniors have helped the
women’s lacrosse program
achieve a 38-20 record in
the past four years.
“The senior class has
worked incredibly hard for
three to four years,” Buzzi
wrote. “I think they have
been an outstanding group
of athletes and great Kenyon community members.
I have had the privilege of
coaching them and they
are a wonderful group of
women to work with.”

Records broken, amidst series loss

NOAH GURZENSKI
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon baseball’s woes
continued this past weekend as the Lords dropped
three games to Hiram College. With Saturday’s win,
Head Coach Matt Burdette
earned his 300th win as the
Lords’ skipper and Co-Captain Nate Lotze ’14 amassed
nine hits over the weekend
to bring him to 194 in his
career, a Kenyon record.
Down 2-1 to Hiram in
the third inning of game one
on Saturday, Casey Rosenfeld ’17 gave Kenyon the
lead with a two-run single
and Sam Gillespie ’16 added
a three-run home run to put
Kenyon up 6-2 on Hiram.
After Hiram cut Kenyon’s lead to one in the
fourth, Co-Captain Jake
Dunn ’15 smacked a threerun blast, which brought the

score to 9-5. Hiram continued to battle back, however,
tying the game with a fourrun fifth inning and notching the go-ahead run in the
sixth inning to seal the 10-9
comeback win.
After three scoreless innings at the tail end of Saturday’s doubleheader, Kenyon’s bats tore into Hiram’s
pitching staff for 10 runs
over the fourth, fifth and
sixth innings. Phillip Nam
’17, who finished the game
with five RBIs, broke the
scoreless tie in the fourth inning with a two-run single
to give Kenyon the lead.
The Lords wouldn’t look
back again, cruising to a
14-1 rout of Hiram. Tim
Krahn ’15 had a strong outing for the Lords, giving up
just one run and fanning
six batters in the completegame win.

“

[Krahn] threw a great game and he basically shut them down.”

Nate Lotze ’14

“[Krahn] threw a great
game and he basically shut
them down,” Lotze said.
“I think that allowed us to
breathe a little easier and
then our offense got going.”
In the front-end game
of Sunday’s doubleheader,
Kenyon held a 3-0 lead until the fifth inning, thanks
to a Lotze solo homer and
two singles from Lotze and
Dunn. Hiram erased Kenyon’s lead after tagging
starting pitcher Spencer
Byers ’16 for four runs in the
fifth.
Batting with two outs in
the top of the seventh and
Tyler Roldan ’17 on first,
Lotze hit a game-tying double to keep the Lords’ hopes

BASEBALL

APRIL 26

alive, but Hiram answered
with a walk-off single in the
bottom of the inning for a
5-4 victory.
Down 6-3 to Hiram in
the seventh, Lotze singled
for his 193rd career hit, surpassing the all-time hits record of Matt Marcinczyk
’06. Lotze holds four Kenyon career records for RBIs
(130), hits (194), chances
(955) and putouts (855). Kenyon rallied to tie the game
with three runs in the ninth,
but Hiram once again scored
in the bottom of the inning
for the walk-off victory.
The Lords will conclude
their season next weekend
with three games at Wittenberg University.

APRIL 26 & 27
at

HIRAM COLLEGE

HIRAM, OHIO
L 10-9, W 14-1,
L 5-4, L 8-7

MEN’S TENNIS
APRIL 27

DEPAUW
UNIVERSITY
vs

GRANVILLE, OHIO
W 5-3

THIS WEEK IN
KC ATHLETICS
Women’s Ultimate Frisbee
The Kenyon women’s Ultimate frisbee team — nicknamed Ransom — fell just short of earning a Nationals bid
at their regional tournament this weekend. They finished
third, after a 15-8 loss to the College of Wooster, but only
the top two teams advanced.
Nevertheless, Ransom made important strides this
season. Among other feats, the team featured the biggest
roster in its history.
At Regionals, Ransom left it all out on the field. “I think
the girls really stepped up for Regionals,” Sarah Miller ’15
said. “Our offense was the best that I’ve ever seen it played,
and people really demonstrated their courage [by] diving
into the end zones and not being afraid to get dirty.”
The team embodied a new persona of toughness this
season, a trait which trickled down from the senior leadership in the team. Ransom will be graduating a strong class
of seniors, including Co-Captain Emma Peaslee ’14, who
led the team and led Ransom’s offensive approach.
“We will definitely miss [the seniors’] enthusiasm and
leadership, but we only hope to make them proud and
come on strong next year,” Miller said.
— Esteban Bachelet

Men’s Ultimate Frisbee
Down by four with 10 minutes to go at Regionals in Bethlehem, Pa., Kenyon men’s Ultimate frisbee (SERF) faced a
possible season-ending loss. However, late-game mistakes by
opponent Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU) allowed SERF
to rally. Corey Barber-Bockelman ’14 tossed the disc to CoCaptain Max Dugan ’14 for the winning goal.
“Everybody was literally crying, and so happy,” Dugan
said. “The main thing I felt was relief, because we hadn’t lost
to them, and extreme happiness that we had pulled it together.” The win sends SERF to Division III Nationals on May 17
and 18 in Westerville, Ohio.
“This is the final act I’ll have as a member of SERF that’s
going to be really competitive and serious,” Dugan said. “To
be able to win with the team that I love … as a group, in a really hard-fought game, that’s just momentous and wonderful
and such a gift.”
For personnel reacons, the SERF will not place as much
importance on Nationals. Graduation conflicts with the
tournament and seniors comprise most of the team’s starters.
“We’re going to try to win games [and] we’re going to try
to do as well as we can, but we have no outcome goals whatsoever,” Dugan said.
— Esteban Bachelet

Golf

Heading into the first of two weekends of the North
Coast Athletic Conference Championships, Golf Head
Coach Grant Wallace stressed consistency to his players, and
they responded. The Lords shot 320 and 318 on the weekend
for an overall score of 638. Their efforts were good enough
for sixth place, three strokes behind DePauw University and
five behind Denison University.
The Championships will end this weekend in Crawfordsville, Ind., where both weekends’ worth of scores will be
combined to determine the champion.
“[There is] a lot of room for improvement, but we’re in
the mix, a couple of shots here and there, puts us in there,”
Wallace said.
Alex Blickle ’15 and Jake Fait ’16 headlined the Lords’
scorecards, shooting 157 and 160. Jordan Harlacher ’16, Zander Nethercutt ’16 and Mason McCool ’17 were not far behind, with scores of 161, 162 and 163.
Wallace typically recommends confidence to his players,
and he lacked none when discussing the team. “Our guys
are ready,” he said. “We can make up the difference and finish top five.”
— John Bray
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Softball’s end-of-year efforts not enough for playoffs
RICHARD PERA
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon softball team needed
to sweep their final two doubleheaders of the season to qualify for the
North Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC) playoffs, but they fell just one
win short. The Ladies topped Allegheny College on Saturday by scores of
2-1 and 5-4, and split the season-ending series with Denison University on
Sunday.
Saturday’s doubleheader marked
Kenyon’s home finale, and the Ladies
treated the large home crowd to a pair
of gutsy victories. Game one started
well for the home team, as third baseman Lindsey Susolik ’16 homered to
right field, giving Kenyon a 1-0 lead
in the bottom of the first inning. After the Allegheny Gators tied it up in
the next half inning, the game settled
down. In the fourth inning, the Ladies broke the deadlock. Pinch runner Molly Goolman ’14, the team’s
sole senior, scored the game-winning
run on a wild pitch. Guided by ace
pitcher Maddy Stark ’15, who conceded just four hits, the Ladies downed
the Gators 2-1.
“I think a big part of Saturday was
just increased energy and intensity
that we hadn’t seen altogether all season,” Goolman said. “People were excited. We often let the little things get
us down, but we don’t let the exciting
things get us up. And, on Saturday, we
really used the exciting things as motivation.”
Game two was especially dramatic. After a three-run burst in the
fourth inning, Allegheny took a 3-2
lead on host Kenyon. The Ladies tied it
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Jane Ghublikian ’16 leads the team in batting average with a .378 and a slugging percentage of .592.
up soon after, but the Gators went back
ahead in the top of the seventh inning
by stealing home. Just when it looked
like Kenyon would choke in another
conference game, a walk earned by
Susolik to lead off the frame brought
first baseman Chelsea Delaney ’15 to
the batter’s box. The junior proceeded
to crush a pitch deep beyond the fence,
and the Ladies walked-off against the
Gators, 5-4. Delaney was mobbed at

home plate, and the team was still in
the playoff hunt.
Sunday’s series in Granville, Ohio
was just as eventful. Denison jumped
out to a 3-1 lead after four innings in
game one and held that advantage
until the top of the seventh. Down
two runs with two outs, one runner
on base and with the postseason at
stake, left fielder Jane Ghublikian ’16
launched a ball to deep left field, ty-

ing the game at three and forcing an
extra two innings. Unfortunately, in
the ninth inning, the Ladies failed
to score the go-ahead run, stranding
two baserunners. In the bottom of the
ninth inning, the Big Red managed a
walk-off RBI single, winning 4-3. In
just a moment, Kenyon’s postseason
hopes were dashed.
After that, the Ladies had to refocus on game two, which would be

their season finale. “By that point, we
knew we had nothing to lose, so it’s
all about having a little pride in your
teammates and in your school,” Goolman said.
If pride was the motivation, then
it was particularly effective. Kenyon
concluded its 2014 campaign with a
7-1 demolition of Denison, keyed by
a five-run explosion in the second inning that chased the Big Red’s starting pitcher from the game. The Ladies
amassed 13 hits and three walks, and
all but one player in the Kenyon lineup registered a hit. Meanwhile, pitcher Sylvie Thomas ’17 was impressive
in her final start, allowing only four
hits without an earned run. Though it
was not the way the team had hoped
to finish the season, it was at least a
victory.
Kenyon finished with a record of
22-16 (7-9 NCAC) and in sixth place
in conference play. It was a tale of two
halves for the Ladies, who went 12-4
on their season-opening Spring Break
trip, and, after a trying string of postponements due to weather, finished
Midwest play 10-12. However, the
team understands that there is much
to build upon, as the Ladies return all
nine starters next season.
“The season was [a] disappointment as far as our record goes,” Goolman said. “We had too much raw talent to finish with the record that we
finished with. But, there aren’t a lot
of changes for Kenyon softball in the
next year. So, I think we can learn
from this season. There are nothing
but good things coming for this group
of girls and this Kenyon softball program.”

Paths split for Kenyon tennis squads NCACs next up
ALEX PIJANOWSKI
SPORTS EDITOR

Kenyon’s tennis teams concluded their respective North
Coast Athletic Conference
championship tournaments last
weekend, albeit with different
results — the men placed first,
the women fourth.
The Lords blanked Ohio
Wesleyan University (OWU)
at home on Friday, April 25,
and dispatched Allegheny College by a 6-1 count the following morning. They then traveled
to Granville, Ohio to appear in
the conference championship
against DePauw University in
one of the most thrilling matches of the year.
In the DePauw match, the
Lords lost all three doubles
matches, falling into a hole before singles play began. However, Wade Heerboth ’15 showed
why he plays No. 1 singles by
defeating DePauw’s Sam Miles
to claim Kenyon’s first win of
the match. Sam Geier ’16, always a model of consistency,
won 6-2, 6-2 at No. 2 singles.
Head Coach Scott Thielke

commented that “Nick Fiaschetti [‘17] … clinched the
conference championship ... to
be under that much pressure,
and be a freshman … is a good
sign,” he said. Fiaschetti won at
No. 5 singles against DePauw’s
Chris Bertolini, 7-5, 7-5.
“When you go down
3-0 after doubles, you generally have about a two-percent
chance of winning that match,”
Thielke said. “That’s why coming and winning that match is
just an impressive thing for our
guys to do.”
Speaking of Nationals,
Heerboth said, “When we go
in and play [at] Nationals now,
it will be totally pressure-free.
We already got to where we
were expected to get, and anything else is bonus.”
The Ladies did not match
this come-from-behind success,
but earned a respectable fourthplace finish.
After defeating Allegheny
College by a 5-1 score on Friday in Gambier, they traveled
to Granville to play DePauw.
After losing that match 5-0, the

“

The way the schedule was set up, it was difficult to have a winning streak.”
Jenna Murray ’17

Ladies lost by the same score to
Oberlin College in the thirdplace game. However, neither
5-0 score is fully indicative of
their performance.
“We were playing to decision, which means you stop
immediately when one team
[wins] five matches,” Co-Captain Abby Younger ’15 said.
“We had to stop where three of
[our] girls in singles were ahead,
and I think [we] probably would
have won those matches.”
The team’s record of 9-12 is
a seeming departure from the
2012-13 finish of 14-5. However, this comparison is not
entirely fair, as the caliber of
teams on the schedule this year
was much higher. “We beat the
teams that we were supposed to
beat this year, and we lost to the
teams we were supposed to lose
to,” Thielke said.
The Ladies never had a winning streak longer than three

games this year. Jenna Murray
’17 said, “The way the schedule
was set up, it was difficult to
have a winning streak.”
While the season left something to be desired, it offered
opportunities for improvement.
“Personally, I want to have a
better record than I had this
year, and … get into the national rankings,” Murray said.
“I want us to get back to the national rankings — we can probably be top 20.”
Taylor Diffley ’16, who
played No. 1 singles and No.
1 doubles, said that the team’s
success next year depends upon
offseason preparation.
“I think [it is] key, for not
only me but the whole entire
team to take advantage of the
summer,” Diffley said. “The
talent and the potential to be
great is there — it’s just a matter of how hard we’re willing to
work.”
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Willy Friedlander ’14 takes part in the 1,500-meter run.
IAN ROUND
STAFF WRITER

Jordan Wehner ’14, the lone
Kenyon athlete at the North
Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC) Men’s Multi-Event
Championship, placed eighth
in the men’s decathlon April
26-27, held at Kenyon’s Wilder
Track.
“It was fun to compete
for my team and have them
support me as I competed,”
Wehner wrote in an email.
Wehner’s sixth-place pole
vault effort was his highest of
the decathlon.
Meanwhile, others ran at
the Denison University Last
Chance Meet to earn cuts for

the NCAC Championships
that begin Friday at Oberlin
College and featured Sam Lagasse ’16 and Jenna Willet ’14,
who are ranked first and fourth
in the 10,000 meter run. Emma
Levant ’16 placed second in the
women’s 100-meter hurdles.
Lucas Herweyer ’15 placed
third in the shot put and the
discus. Hailey Schneider ’14
placed sixth in the hammer
throw and seventh in the shot.
Regan Fink ’14 was fourth in
the javelin and 10th in the shot
put.
Kye Duren ’16 and Alex
Benthem de Grave ’16 placed
fourth and tenth in the men’s
100 meter dash.

